There are reported to be in Moscow alone 50,000 homeless children, and about 40 per cent, of them are found to be cocaine addicts. Their ages range from eight to thirteen. In one instance twenty children were taken at random from one of the leading juvenile labour communes, and every one was discovered to be suffering from the drug. Doctor In an address before the Hampstead Council of Social Welfare, Dr. Helen Boyle, founder of the Lady Chichester Hospital, Brighton, said that many ailments and diseases were due to hidden memories or unsuspected mental troubles. In the Lady Chichester Hospital she had treated a little girl who screamed all day and refused to eat. It appeared that on the arrival of a new baby screaming and refusing food were the only means of attracting the mother's attention to herself. The cure had been effected by arousing the child's keen interest in domestic animals on a farm, and so making the child independent of the mother's attention. Children were much cleverer than adults in readjusting their environment; instinctively they resorted to cunning devices, continually making experiments, and profiting by experience. A girl was admitted to the hospital who was suffering from functional paralysis, and had not walked for two years. An only daughter, never allowed to do anything for herself, and with no personal attractions, she had accepted the part of faineant and thereby attracted the attention she coveted. In hospital she found sympathy, was told she could walk, and in a week was walking normally.
